
APOSTOLIC LETTER 

NOVO MILLENNIO INEUNTE  
OF HIS HOLINESS POPE JOHN PAUL II TO THE BISHOPS CLERGY AND LAY FAITHFUL AT THE 
CLOSE OF THE GREAT JUBILEE OF THE YEAR 2000 
To my Brother Bishops, To Priests and Deacons, Men and 
Women Religious and all the Lay Faithful. 
1. At the beginning of the new millennium, and at the close 
of the Great Jubilee  …. a new stage of the Church’s 
journey begins, our hearts ring out with the words of Jesus 
when one day, after speaking to the crowds from Simon’s 
boat, he invited the Apostle to “put out into the deep” for a 
catch: “Duc in altum” (Lk 5:4). Peter and his first 
companions trusted Christ’s words, and cast the nets. 
“When they had done this, they caught a great number of 
fish” (Lk 5:6). 
Duc in altum!  ……  
2. For all this, I feel the need to write to you, dearly 
beloved, to share this song of praise with you….  

I MEETING CHRIST THE LEGACY OF THE 
GREAT JUBILEE 
4.  …  thoughts turn first to the duty of praise….  Two 
thousand years have gone by, but Jesus’ proclamation of 
his mission, when he applied the prophecy of Isaiah to 
himself before his astonished fellow townspeople in the 
Synagogue of Nazareth, is as enduring as ever: “Today 
this scripture had been fulfilled in your hearing” (Lk 4:21). 
Two thousand years have gone by, but sinners in need of 
mercy—and who is not?—still experience the consolation 
of that “today” of salvation …  
The fullness of time  
5.  … Understood in his divine and human mystery, Christ 
is the foundation and centre of history, he is its meaning 
and ultimate goal. It is in fact through him, the Word and 
image of the Father, that “all things were made” (Jn 1:3; cf. 
Col 1:15). His incarnation, culminating in the Paschal 
Mystery and the gift of the Spirit, is the pulsating heart of 
time, the mysterious hour in which the Kingdom of God 
came to us (cf. Mk 1:15), indeed took root in our history, 
as the seed destined to become a great tree (cf. Mk 4:30-
32).  
  
The purification of memory  
6.  … How could we forget the moving Liturgy of 12 March 
2000 in Saint Peter’s Basilica, at which, looking upon our 
Crucified Lord, I asked forgiveness in the name of the 
Church for the sins of all her children? This “purification of 
memory” has strengthened our steps for the journey 
towards the future and has made us more humble and 
vigilant in our acceptance of the Gospel.  
Witnesses to the faith  
7.  … 

On the occasion of the Holy Year much has also been 
done to gather together the precious memories of the 
witnesses to the faith in the twentieth century…  
A pilgrim Church  
8.  … I have often stopped to look at the long queues of 
pilgrims waiting patiently to go through the Holy Door. In 
each of them I tried to imagine the story of a life, made up 
of joys, worries, sufferings; the story of someone whom 
Christ had met and who, in dialogue with him, was setting 
out again on a journey of hope.  
 … We have only been able to observe the outer face of 
this unique event. Who can measure the marvels of grace 
wrought in human hearts? It is better to be silent and to 
adore, trusting humbly in the mysterious workings of God 
and singing his love without end: “Misericordias Domini in 
aeternum cantabo!”. 
Young people  
9.  … If Christ is presented to young people as he really is, 
they experience him as an answer that is convincing and 
they can accept his message, even when it is demanding 
and bears the mark of the Cross. For this reason, in 
response to their enthusiasm, I did not hesitate to ask 
them to make a radical choice of faith and life and present 
them with a stupendous task: to become “morning 
watchmen” (cf. Is 21:11-12) at the dawn of the new 
millennium.  
The variety of the pilgrims  
10.  … how can we forget the mood of celebration of the 
first great gathering dedicated to children? In a way, to 
begin with them meant respecting Christ’s command: “Let 
the children come to me” (Mk 10:14). Perhaps even more 
it meant doing what he did when he placed a child in the 
midst of the disciples and made it the very symbol of the 
attitude which we should have if we wish to enter the 
Kingdom of God (cf. Mt 18:2-4).  
Thus, in a sense, it was in the footsteps of children that all 
the different groups of adults came seeking the Jubilee 
grace: from old people to the sick and handicapped, from 
workers in factories and fields to sportspeople, from artists 
to university teachers, from Bishops and priests to people 
in consecrated life, from politicians to journalists, to the 
military personnel who came to confirm the meaning of 
their service as a service to peace. … 
  
Children, with their irrepressible sense of celebration, were 
again present for the Jubilee of Families, when I held them 
up to the world as the “springtime of the family and of 
society”. This was a truly significant gathering in which 
numberless families from different parts of the world came 
to draw fresh enthusiasm from the light that Christ sheds 
on God’s original plan in their regard (cf. Mk 10:6-8; Mt 
19:4-6) and to commit themselves to bringing that light to 



bear on a culture which, in an ever more disturbing way, is 
in danger of losing sight of the very meaning of marriage 
and the family as an institution.  ….  
 
 
 
 
The International Eucharistic Congress  
11.  … Since the Eucharist is the sacrifice of Christ made 
present among us, how could his real presence not be at 
the centre of the Holy Year dedicated to the Incarnation of 
the Word?  … Mary was present in the Jubilee celebration 
not only as a theme of high-level academic gatherings, but 
above all in the great Act of Entrustment with which, in the 
presence of a large part of the world episcopate, I 
entrusted to her maternal care the lives of the men and 
women of the new millennium.  
The ecumenical dimension  
12.   
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land  
13.    
International debt  
14.  … I am happy to note that recently the Parliaments of 
many creditor States have voted a substantial remission of 
the bilateral debt of the poorest and most indebted 
countries. I hope that the respective Governments will 
soon implement these parliamentary decisions.  … 
New energies  
15.  … if we ask what is the core of the great legacy it 
leaves us, I would not hesitate to describe it as the 
contemplation of the face of Christ:  … Christ known 
through his manifold presence in the Church and in the 
world, and confessed as the meaning of history and the 
light of life’s journey.  
Now we must look ahead, we must “put out into the deep”, 
trusting in Christ’s words: Duc in altum! What we have 
done this year cannot justify a sense of complacency, and 
still less should it lead us to relax our commitment.  … 
Much awaits us, and for this reason we must set about 
drawing up an effective post-Jubilee pastoral plan.  
It is important however that what we propose, with the 
help of God, should be profoundly rooted in contemplation 
and prayer. Ours is a time of continual movement which 
often leads to restlessness, with the risk of “doing for the 
sake of doing”. We must resist this temptation by trying “to 
be” before trying “to do”. In this regard we should recall 
how Jesus reproved Martha: “You are anxious and 
troubled about many things; one thing is needful” (Lk 
10:41-42). In this spirit, before setting out a number of 
practical guidelines for your consideration, I wish to share 
with you some points of meditation on the mystery of 
Christ, the absolute foundation of all our pastoral activity.  

II A FACE TO CONTEMPLATE 
16. “We wish to see Jesus” (Jn 12:21). This request, 
addressed to the Apostle Philip by some Greeks who had 

made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem for the Passover, echoes 
spiritually in our ears too during this Jubilee Year. Like 
those pilgrims of two thousand years ago, the men and 
women of our own day—often perhaps unconsciously—
ask believers not only to “speak” of Christ, but in a certain 
sense to “show” him to them….  
Our witness, however, would be hopelessly inadequate if 
we ourselves had not first contemplated his face. … 
The witness of the Gospels  
17.  … Saint Jerome can vigorously affirm: “Ignorance of 
the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ”….  
18.  …the face of the Nazarene emerges with a solid 
historical foundation…   
The life of faith  
19.  … “But who do you say that I am?” (Mt 16:15). Only 
the faith proclaimed by Peter, and with him by the Church 
in every age, truly goes to the heart, and touches the 
depth of the mystery: “You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God” (Mt 16:16).  
20.  … Matthew gives us an enlightening insight in the 
words with which Jesus accepts Peter’s confession: “Flesh 
and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who 
is in heaven” (16:17).  …. Only the experience of silence 
and prayer offers the proper setting for the growth and 
development of a true, faithful and consistent knowledge 
of that mystery which finds its culminating expression in 
the solemn proclamation by the Evangelist Saint John: 
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of 
grace and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father” (1:14).  
The depth of the mystery  
 23. “Your face, O Lord, I seek” (Ps 27:8). The ancient 
longing of the Psalmist could receive no fulfilment greater 
and more surprising than the contemplation of the face of 
Christ. God has truly blessed us in him and has made “his 
face to shine upon us” (Ps 67:1). At the same time, God 
and man that he is, he reveals to us also the true face of 
man, “fully revealing man to man himself”.11  
 … The Fathers have laid great stress on this 
soteriological dimension of the mystery of the Incarnation: 
it is only because the Son of God truly became man that 
man, in him and through him, can truly become a child of 
God.12  
The Son’s face  
 A face of sorrow  
25.  … We shall never exhaust the depths of this mystery. 
All the harshness of the paradox can be heard in Jesus’ 
seemingly desperate cry of pain on the Cross: “ ‘Eloi, Eloi, 
lama sabachthani?’ which means, ‘My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?’ “ (Mk 15:34). Is it possible to 
imagine a greater agony, a more impenetrable darkness? 
In reality, the anguished “why” addressed to the Father in 
the opening words of the Twenty-second Psalm expresses 
all the realism of unspeakable pain; but it is also illumined 
by the meaning of that entire prayer, in which the Psalmist 
brings together suffering and trust, in a moving blend of 
emotions. In fact the Psalm continues: “In you our fathers 
put their trust; they trusted and you set them free … Do 



not leave me alone in my distress, come close, there is 
none else to help” (Ps 22:5,12).  
26. Jesus’ cry on the Cross, dear Brothers and Sisters, is 
not the cry of anguish of a man without hope, but the 
prayer of the Son who offers his life to the Father in love, 
for the salvation of all. At the very moment when he 
identifies with our sin, “abandoned” by the Father, he 
“abandons” himself into the hands of the Father. His eyes 
remain fixed on the Father. Precisely because of the 
knowledge and experience of the Father which he alone 
has, even at this moment of darkness he sees clearly the 
gravity of sin and suffers because of it. He alone, who 
sees the Father and rejoices fully in him, can understand 
completely what it means to resist the Father’s love by sin. 
More than an experience of physical pain, his Passion is 
an agonizing suffering of the soul. Theological tradition 
has not failed to ask how Jesus could possibly experience 
at one and the same time his profound unity with the 
Father, by its very nature a source of joy and happiness, 
and an agony that goes all the way to his final cry of 
abandonment. The simultaneous presence of these two 
seemingly irreconcilable aspects is rooted in the 
fathomless depths of the hypostatic union.  
27. Faced with this mystery, we are greatly helped not 
only by theological investigation but also by that great 
heritage which is the “lived theology” of the saints…..  
The face of the One who is Risen  
28.  …It is the Risen Christ to whom the Church now 
looks.  .. Heartened by this experience, the Church today 
sets out once more on her journey, in order to proclaim 
Christ to the world at the dawn of the Third Millennium: he 
“is the same yesterday and today and for ever” (Heb 13:8).  

III STARTING AFRESH FROM CHRIST 
29.  … Conscious of the Risen Lord’s presence among us, 
we ask ourselves today the same question put to Peter in 
Jerusalem immediately after his Pentecost speech: “What 
must we do?” (Acts 2:37).  
We put the question with trusting optimism, but without 
underestimating the problems we face. We are certainly 
not seduced by the naive expectation that, faced with the 
great challenges of our time, we shall find some magic 
formula. No, we shall not be saved by a formula but by a 
Person, and the assurance which he gives us: I am with 
you!  
It is not therefore a matter of inventing a “new 
programme”. The programme already exists: it is the plan 
found in the Gospel and in the living Tradition, it is the 
same as ever. Ultimately, it has its centre in Christ himself, 
who is to be known, loved and imitated, so that in him we 
may live the life of the Trinity, and with him transform 
history until its fulfilment in the heavenly Jerusalem.  …  
… it must be translated into pastoral initiatives adapted to 
the circumstances of each community. The Jubilee has 
given us the extraordinary opportunity to travel together for 
a number of years on a journey common to the whole 
Church, a catechetical journey on the theme of the Trinity, 
… But now it is no longer an immediate goal that we face, 
but the larger and more demanding challenge of normal 
pastoral activity. … 

I therefore earnestly exhort the Pastors of the particular 
Churches, with the help of all sectors of God’s People, 
confidently to plan the stages of the journey ahead, 
harmonizing the choices of each diocesan community with 
those of neighbouring Churches and of the universal 
Church.  
 .. As guidance and encouragement to everyone, I wish to 
indicate certain pastoral priorities which the experience of 
the Great Jubilee has, in my view, brought to light.  
Holiness  
30. First of all, I have no hesitation in saying that all 
pastoral initiatives must be set in relation to holiness. Was 
this not the ultimate meaning of the Jubilee indulgence, as 
a special grace offered by Christ so that the life of every 
baptized person could be purified and deeply renewed? 
 …The rediscovery of the Church as “mystery”, or as a 
people “gathered together by the unity of the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Spirit”,15 was bound to bring with it a 
rediscovery of the Church’s “holiness”, understood in the 
basic sense of belonging to him who is in essence the 
Holy One, the “thrice Holy” (cf. Is 6:3). ….  
31.  … it would be a contradiction to settle for a life of 
mediocrity, marked by a minimalist ethic and a shallow 
religiosity.  …. “Be perfect as your heavenly Father is 
perfect” (Mt 5:48).  
As the Council itself explained, this ideal of perfection 
must not be misunderstood as if it involved some kind of 
extraordinary existence, possible only for a few 
“uncommon heroes” of holiness. The ways of holiness are 
many, according to the vocation of each individual. I thank 
the Lord that in these years he has enabled me to beatify 
and canonize a large number of Christians, and among 
them many lay people who attained holiness in the most 
ordinary circumstances of life. The time has come to re-
propose wholeheartedly to everyone this high standard of 
ordinary Christian living: the whole life of the Christian 
community and of Christian families must lead in this 
direction.  … 
Prayer  
32.  … Prayer develops that conversation with Christ 
which makes us his intimate friends: “Abide in me and I in 
you” (Jn 15:4).  … Learning (the) Trinitarian shape of 
Christian prayer and living it fully, above all in the liturgy, 
the summit and source of the Church’s life,17 but also in 
personal experience, is the secret of a truly vital 
Christianity, which has no reason to fear the future, 
because it returns continually to the sources and finds in 
them new life.  
33. Is it not one of the “signs of the times” that in today’s 
world, despite widespread secularization, there is a 
widespread demand for spirituality, a demand which 
expresses itself in large part as a renewed need for 
prayer?  … But we who have received the grace of 
believing in Christ, the revealer of the Father and the 
Saviour of the world, have a duty to show to what depths 
the relationship with Christ can lead.  
 … “He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will 
love him and manifest myself to him” (Jn 14:21). It is a 
journey totally sustained by grace, which nonetheless 



demands an intense spiritual commitment and is no 
stranger to painful purifications (the “dark night”). But it 
leads, in various possible ways, to the ineffable joy 
experienced by the mystics as “nuptial union”. How can 
we forget here, among the many shining examples, the 
teachings of Saint John of the Cross and Saint Teresa of 
Avila?  
Yes, dear brothers and sisters, our Christian communities 
must become genuine “schools” of prayer, where the 
meeting with Christ is expressed not just in imploring help 
but also in thanksgiving, praise, adoration, contemplation, 
listening and ardent devotion, until the heart truly “falls in 
love”.  … 
.. How helpful it would be if not only in religious 
communities but also in parishes more were done to 
ensure an all-pervading climate of prayer.  … Perhaps it is 
more thinkable than we usually presume for the average 
day of a Christian community to combine the many forms 
of pastoral life and witness in the world with the 
celebration of the Eucharist and even the recitation of 
Lauds and Vespers….  
 
 
 
The Sunday Eucharist  
35.  … In the twentieth century, especially since the 
Council, there has been a great development in the way 
the Christian community celebrates the Sacraments, 
especially the Eucharist. It is necessary to continue in this 
direction, and to stress particularly the Sunday Eucharist 
and Sunday itself experienced as a special day of faith, 
the day of the Risen Lord and of the gift of the Spirit, the 
true weekly Easter….  
36. Following Dies Domini, I therefore wish to insist that 
sharing in the Eucharist should really be the heart of 
Sunday for every baptized person. It is a fundamental 
duty, to be fulfilled not just in order to observe a precept 
but as something felt as essential to a truly informed and 
consistent Christian life.  … 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation  
37. I am also asking for renewed pastoral courage in 
ensuring that the day-to-day teaching of Christian 
communities persuasively and effectively presents the 
practice of the Sacrament of Reconciliation….  make 
every effort to face the crisis of “the sense of sin” apparent 
in today’s culture.23  … It is this face of Christ that must 
be rediscovered through the Sacrament of Penance, 
which for the faithful is “the ordinary way of obtaining 
forgiveness and the remission of serious sins committed 
after Baptism”.24 …  the Jubilee Year, which has been 
particularly marked by a return to the Sacrament of 
Penance, has given us an encouraging message, which 
should not be ignored: if many people, and among them 
also many young people, have benefited from 
approaching this Sacrament, it is probably necessary that 
Pastors should arm themselves with more confidence, 
creativity and perseverance in presenting it and leading 
people to appreciate it. Dear brothers in the priesthood, 
we must not give in to passing crises! The Lord’s gifts—

and the Sacraments are among the most precious—come 
from the One who well knows the human heart and is the 
Lord of history.  
The primacy of grace  
38.  …. it is fatal to forget that “without Christ we can do 
nothing” (cf. Jn 15:5).  
It is prayer which roots us in this truth. It constantly 
reminds us of the primacy of Christ and, in union with him, 
the primacy of the interior life and of holiness. When this 
principle is not respected, is it any wonder that pastoral 
plans come to nothing and leave us with a disheartening 
sense of frustration? We then share the experience of the 
disciples in the Gospel story of the miraculous catch of 
fish: “We have toiled all night and caught nothing” (Lk 5:5). 
This is the moment of faith, of prayer, of conversation with 
God, in order to open our hearts to the tide of grace and 
allow the word of Christ to pass through us in all its power: 
Duc in altum! …  
Listening to the Word  
39. There is no doubt that this primacy of holiness and 
prayer is inconceivable without a renewed listening to the 
word of God.  … Dear brothers and sisters, this 
development needs to be consolidated and deepened, 
also by making sure that every family has a Bible. It is 
especially necessary that listening to the word of God 
should become a life-giving encounter, in the ancient and 
ever valid tradition of lectio divina, which draws from the 
biblical text the living word which questions, directs and 
shapes our lives.  
Proclaiming the Word  
40.  … Even in countries evangelized many centuries ago, 
the reality of a “Christian society” which, amid all the 
frailties which have always marked human life, measured 
itself explicitly on Gospel values, is now gone. Today we 
must courageously face a situation which is becoming 
increasingly diversified and demanding, in the context of 
“globalization” and of the consequent new and uncertain 
mingling of peoples and cultures. … 
 …the responsibility of all the members of the People of 
God. … This should be done however with the respect 
due to the different paths of different people and with 
sensitivity to the diversity of cultures in which the Christian 
message must be planted, in such a way that the 
particular values of each people will not be rejected but 
purified and brought to their fullness. … 
Christ must be presented to all people with confidence. 
We shall address adults, families, young people, children, 
without ever hiding the most radical demands of the 
Gospel message, but taking into account each person’s 
needs in regard to their sensitivity and language, after the 
example of Paul who declared: “I have become all things 
to all men, that I might by all means save some” (1 Cor 
9:22). In making these recommendations, I am thinking 
especially of the pastoral care of young people. Precisely 
in regard to young people, as I said earlier, the Jubilee has 
given us an encouraging testimony of their generous 
availability.   



IV WITNESSES TO LOVE 
42. “By this all will know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another” (Jn 13:35).   
A spirituality of communion  
43.  …Before making practical plans, we need to promote 
a spirituality of communion, making it the guiding principle 
of education wherever individuals and Christians are 
formed, wherever ministers of the altar, consecrated 
persons, and pastoral workers are trained, wherever 
families and communities are being built up. A spirituality 
of communion indicates above all the heart’s 
contemplation of the mystery of the Trinity dwelling in us, 
and whose light we must also be able to see shining on 
the face of the brothers and sisters around us. A 
spirituality of communion also means an ability to think of 
our brothers and sisters in faith within the profound unity of 
the Mystical Body, and therefore as “those who are a part 
of me”. This makes us able to share their joys and 
sufferings, to sense their desires and attend to their 
needs, to offer them deep and genuine friendship. A 
spirituality of communion implies also the ability to see 
what is positive in others, to welcome it and prize it as a 
gift from God: not only as a gift for the brother or sister 
who has received it directly, but also as a “gift for me”. A 
spirituality of communion means, finally, to know how to 
“make room” for our brothers and sisters, bearing “each 
other’s burdens” (Gal 6:2) and resisting the selfish 
temptations which constantly beset us and provoke 
competition, careerism, distrust and jealousy. Let us have 
no illusions: unless we follow this spiritual path, external 
structures of communion will serve very little purpose. 
They would become mechanisms without a soul, “masks” 
of communion rather than its means of expression and 
growth.  
44.  … How can we forget in the first place those specific 
services to communion which are the Petrine ministry and, 
closely related to it, episcopal collegiality?  … 
Much has also been done since the Second Vatican 
Council for the reform of the Roman Curia, the 
organization of Synods and the functioning of Episcopal 
Conferences. But there is certainly much more to be done, 
…  
45. Communion must be cultivated and extended day by 
day and at every level in the structures of each Church’s 
life.  … The theology and spirituality of communion 
encourage a fruitful dialogue between Pastors and faithful: 
on the one hand uniting them a priori in all that is 
essential, and on the other leading them to pondered 
agreement in matters open to discussion.  
To this end, we need to make our own the ancient pastoral 
wisdom which, without prejudice to their authority, 
encouraged Pastors to listen more widely to the entire 
People of God. Significant is Saint Benedict’s reminder to 
the Abbot of a monastery, inviting him to consult even the 
youngest members of the community: “By the Lord’s 
inspiration, it is often a younger person who knows what is 
best”.30 And Saint Paulinus of Nola urges: “Let us listen to 
what all the faithful say, because in every one of them the 
Spirit of God breathes”.31  

 … by prompting a trust and openness wholly in accord 
with the dignity and responsibility of every member of the 
People of God, supplies institutional reality with a soul.  
The diversity of vocations  
46.  …Together with the ordained ministry, other 
ministries, whether formally instituted or simply 
recognized, can flourish for the good of the whole 
community, sustaining it in all its many needs: from 
catechesis to liturgy, from the education of the young to 
the widest array of charitable works.  
 … In a special way it will be necessary to discover ever 
more fully the specific vocation of the laity, called “to seek 
the kingdom of God by engaging in temporal affairs and by 
ordering them according to the plan of God”;32 they “have 
their own role to play in the mission of the whole people of 
God in the Church and in the world … by their work for the 
evangelization and the sanctification of people”.33  
Along these same lines, another important aspect of 
communion is the promotion of forms of association, 
whether of the more traditional kind or the newer ecclesial 
movements, which continue to give the Church a vitality 
that is God’s gift and a true “springtime of the Spirit”. 
Obviously, associations and movements need to work in 
full harmony within both the universal Church and the 
particular Churches, and in obedience to the authoritative 
directives of the Pastors. But the Apostle’s exacting and 
decisive warning applies to all: “Do not quench the Spirit, 
do not despise prophesying, but test everything and hold 
fast what is good” (1 Th 5:19-21).  
47. At a time in history like the present, special attention 
must also be given to the pastoral care of the family, 
particularly when this fundamental institution is 
experiencing a radical and widespread crisis. In the 
Christian view of marriage, the relationship between a 
man and a woman—a mutual and total bond, unique and 
indissoluble—is part of God’s original plan, obscured 
throughout history by our “hardness of heart”, but which 
Christ came to restore to its pristine splendour, disclosing 
what had been God’s will “from the beginning” (Mt 19:8). 
Raised to the dignity of a Sacrament, marriage expresses 
the “great mystery” of Christ’s nuptial love for his Church 
(cf. Eph 5:32).  
On this point the Church cannot yield to cultural pressures, 
no matter how widespread and even militant they may be. 
Instead, it is necessary to ensure that through an ever 
more complete Gospel formation Christian families show 
convincingly that it is possible to live marriage fully in 
keeping with God’s plan and with the true good of the 
human person—of the spouses, and of the children who 
are more fragile. Families themselves must become 
increasingly conscious of the care due to children, and 
play an active role in the Church and in society in 
safeguarding their rights.  
Ecumenical commitment  
48.  … By fixing our gaze on Christ, the Great Jubilee has 
given us a more vivid sense of the Church as a mystery of 
unity. “I believe in the one Church”: what we profess in the 
Creed has its ultimate foundation in Christ, in whom the 
Church is undivided (cf. 1 Cor 1:11-13). As his Body, in 
the unity which is the gift of the Spirit, she is indivisible. 



The reality of division among the Church’s children 
appears at the level of history, as the result of human 
weakness in the way we accept the gift which flows 
endlessly from Christ the Head to his Mystical Body. The 
prayer of Jesus in the Upper Room—“as you, Father, are 
in me and I in you, that they also may be one in us” (Jn 
17:21)—is both revelation and invocation. It reveals to us 
the unity of Christ with the Father as the wellspring of the 
Church’s unity and as the gift which in him she will 
constantly receive until its mysterious fulfilment the end of 
time. This unity is concretely embodied in the Catholic 
Church, despite the human limitations of her members, 
and it is at work in varying degrees in all the elements of 
holiness and truth to be found in the other Churches and 
Ecclesial Communities. …   
Stake everything on charity  
49. Beginning with intra-ecclesial communion, charity of its 
nature opens out into a service that is universal;  … charity 
towards the poorest.  … “I was hungry and you gave me 
food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I 
was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came 
to me” (Mt 25:35-37). This Gospel text is not a simple 
invitation to charity: it is a page of Christology which sheds 
a ray of light on the mystery of Christ. By these words, no 
less than by the orthodoxy of her doctrine, the Church 
measures her fidelity as the Bride of Christ. 
Certainly we need to remember that no one can be 
excluded from our love, since “through his Incarnation the 
Son of God has united himself in some fashion with every 
person”.35 Yet, as the unequivocal words of the Gospel 
remind us, there is a special presence of Christ in the 
poor, and this requires the Church to make a preferential 
option for them….  
50.  … Our world is entering the new millennium burdened 
by the contradictions of an economic, cultural and 
technological progress which offers immense possibilities 
to a fortunate few, while leaving millions of others not only 
on the margins of progress but in living conditions far 
below the minimum demanded by human dignity. How can 
it be that even today there are still people dying of 
hunger? Condemned to illiteracy? Lacking the most basic 
medical care? Without a roof over their heads?  
The scenario of poverty can extend indefinitely, if in 
addition to its traditional forms we think of its newer 
patterns. These latter often affect financially affluent 
sectors and groups which are nevertheless threatened by 
despair at the lack of meaning in their lives, by drug 
addiction, by fear of abandonment in old age or sickness, 
by marginalization or social discrimination. In this context 
Christians must learn to make their act of faith in Christ by 
discerning his voice in the cry for help that rises from this 
world of poverty.  … Now is the time for a new “creativity” 
in charity… . We must therefore ensure that in every 
Christian community the poor feel at home….  
Today’s challenges  
51. And how can we remain indifferent to the prospect of 
an ecological crisis …  
A special commitment is needed with regard to … the duty 
to be committed to respect for the life of every human 

being, from conception until natural death. Likewise, the 
service of humanity leads us to insist, in season and out of 
season, that those using the latest advances of science, 
especially in the field of biotechnology, must never 
disregard fundamental ethical requirements by invoking a 
questionable solidarity which eventually leads to 
discriminating between one life and another and ignoring 
the dignity which belongs to every human being.  
For Christian witness to be effective, especially in these 
delicate and controversial areas, it is important that special 
efforts be made to explain properly the reasons for the 
Church’s position, stressing that it is not a case of 
imposing on non-believers a vision based on faith, but of 
interpreting and defending the values rooted in the very 
nature of the human person…  
52. Clearly, all this must be done in a specifically Christian 
way: the laity especially must be present in these areas in 
fulfilment of their lay vocation, without ever yielding to the 
temptation to turn Christian communities into mere social 
agencies….  
The ethical and social aspect of the question is an 
essential element of Christian witness …  
A practical sign  
53.  …. an endowment which would in some way be the 
fruit and seal of the love sparked by the Jubilee. Many 
pilgrims have made an offering and many leaders in the 
financial sector have joined in providing generous 
assistance which has helped to ensure a fitting celebration 
of the Jubilee. Once the expenses of this year have been 
covered, the money saved will be dedicated to charitable 
purposes.  … Now the charity displayed at the centre of 
Catholicism will in some way flow back to the world 
through this sign, which is meant to be an enduring legacy 
and remembrance of the communion experienced during 
the Jubilee.  
Dialogue and mission  
55. … we should consider the great challenge of inter-
religious dialogue to which we shall still be committed in 
the new millennium …  In the climate of increased cultural 
and religious pluralism which is expected to mark the 
society of the new millennium, it is obvious that this 
dialogue will be especially important in establishing a sure 
basis for peace and warding off the dread spectre of those 
wars of religion which have so often bloodied human 
history. The name of the one God must become 
increasingly what it is: a name of peace and a summons to 
peace.  
56.  …As the recent Declaration Dominus Iesus stressed, 
this cannot be the subject of a dialogue understood as 
negotiation, as if we considered it a matter of mere 
opinion: rather, it is a grace which fills us with joy, a 
message which we have a duty to proclaim.  
The Church therefore cannot forgo her missionary activity 
among the peoples of the world. It is the primary task of 
the missio ad gentes to announce that it is in Christ, “the 
Way, and the Truth, and the Life” (Jn 14:6), that people 
find salvation.   
… the Church acknowledges that she has not only given, 
but has also “received from the history and from the 



development of the human race”.43 This attitude of 
openness, combined with careful discernment, was 
adopted by the Council also in relation to other religions. It 
is our task to follow with great fidelity the Council’s 
teaching and the path which it has traced.  
In the light of the Council  
57. What a treasure there is, dear brothers and sisters, in 
the guidelines offerred to us by the Second Vatican 
Council!  … the Council documents have lost nothing of 
their value or brilliance. They need to be read correctly, to 
be widely known and taken to heart as important and 
normative texts of the Magisterium, within the Church’s 
Tradition….  there we find a sure compass by which to 
take our bearings in the century now beginning. 

CONCLUSION – DUC IN ALTUM! 
58.  …Did we not celebrate the Jubilee Year in order to 
refresh our contact with this living source of our hope?  … 
we can count on the power of the same Spirit who was 
poured out at Pentecost and who impels us still today to 
start out anew, sustained by the hope “which does not 
disappoint” (Rom 5:5).  
At the beginning of this new century, our steps must 
quicken as we travel the highways of the world. Many are 
the paths on which each one of us and each of our 
Churches must travel, but there is no distance between 
those who are united in the same communion, the 
communion which is daily nourished at the table of the 
Eucharistic Bread and the Word of Life. Every Sunday, the 
Risen Christ asks us to meet him as it were once more in 
the Upper Room where, on the evening of “the first day of 
the week” (Jn 20:19) he appeared to his disciples in order 
to “breathe” on them his life-giving Spirit and launch them 
on the great adventure of proclaiming the Gospel.  
On this journey we are accompanied by the Blessed Virgin 
Mary to whom, a few months ago, in the presence of a 
great number of Bishops assembled in Rome from all 
parts of the world, I entrusted the Third Millennium. During 
this year I have often invoked her as the “Star of the New 
Evangelization”. Now I point to Mary once again as the 
radiant dawn and sure guide for our steps. Once more, 
echoing the words of Jesus himself and giving voice to the 
filial affection of the whole Church, I say to her: “Woman, 
behold your children”(cf. Jn 19:26).  
59. Dear brothers and sisters! The symbol of the Holy 
Door now closes behind us, but only in order to leave 
more fully open the living door which is Christ. After the 
enthusiasm of the Jubilee, it is not to a dull everyday 
routine that we return.  …. May he find us watchful, ready 
to recognize his face and run to our brothers and sisters 
with the good news: “We have seen the Lord!” (Jn 20:25). 
.. 
As the Jubilee now comes to a close and points us to a 
future of hope, may the praise and thanksgiving of the 
whole Church rise to the Father, through Christ, in the 
Holy Spirit.  
In pledge of this, I impart to all of you my heartfelt 
Blessing.  

From the Vatican, on 6 January, the Solemnity of the 
Epiphany, in the year 2001, the twenty-third of my 
Pontificate.  


